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COMMITTEE FOR INVESTIGATING JAPANESE 
MEDICAL SCIENCES 


HE Library has received a copy of the final report of the Com- 

mittee for the Technical and Scientific Investigation of Japanese 
Activities in The Medical Sciences. This Committee was established 
in Manila by the office of the Chief Surgeon. 


During a period of three months, every city of importance in 
medical education and every first-class medical institution in Japan 
was visited. A vast amount of literature and information concern- 
ing all sorts of medical activity over the past twenty years became 
subject to examination. Many claims, some of definite scientific in- 
terest, were made by the Japanese. The Committee was unable to 
examine and properly evaluate all of these claims. They were not 
accepted as factual but were considered of interest and were re- 
ported. 


The Army Medical Library’s Director, Colonel Leon L. Gard- 
ner, met recently with Lt. Colonel W. S. Moore, M.C., Chairman 
of the Committee to discuss channeling this material to the Library. 


It is hoped to acquire in the near future through official sources, 
Japanese medical literature, both periodical and monographic, of 
recent years. A considerable amount of material brought to light 
by the Committee is already being received. 


COLONEL LEON L. GARDNER 


In recent talks before Chiefs of Divisions and personnel of the 
Army Medical Library, The Director, Colonel Leon L. Gardner, em- 
phasized the need for full understanding of each other’s problems in 
working together for the best possible library service to the medical 
profession. He spoke of the great value of experience gained 
through years of service in a specialized field, and encouraged fre- 
quent meetings of the Library Staff and the Staff Association for 
the exchange of ideas. 
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Colonel Gardner pointed out that with many of the libraries of 
Europe wiped out through the devastation of war, this Library has a 
greater responsibility than ever before. 


NEW ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY BUILDING 


A request for funds will be included in the War Department 
estimate for the fiscal year 1947 for the new Army Medical Library 
Building. The architects’ plans call for an estimated expenditure of 
$10,000,000. The land for the building is a part of the proposed 
postwar development of East Capitol Street from the National 
Capitol eastward to the Anacostia. The Bill in which this request 
is included will come before Congress sometime this spring. 


A Board to review all matters relating to plans and construc- 
tion of a new Army Medical Library has been set up. Included on 
the Board are: Brigadier General Raymond W. Bliss, USA, Chair- 
man; Colonel Leon L. Gardner, MC, Director, Army Medical 
Library; Colonel James E. Ash, MC, Director, Army Institute of 
Pathology ; Lt. Colonel James J. Souder, SnC, Chief, Hospital Con- 
struction Branch, Hospital and Domestic Operations Division, 
Office of the Surgeon General, U.S. Army. 


WYLLIS E. WRIGHT 

It seems fitting that mention should be made of the varied ac- 
tivities of The Librarian, Mr. Wyllis E. Wright, who has been en- 
gaged in the task of rehabilitating devastated libraries in war-torn 
countries. As Chairman of the Committee on Aid to Libraries in 
War Areas of the American Library Association, and also as Secre- 
tary of the American Book Center for War Devastated Libraries, 
Inc., he has been untiring in his efforts to promote the restoration of 
libraries destroyed through enemy action. 


MAJOR KEYS RETURNS TO MAYO CLINIC 


Major Thomas E. Keys has been released from the Service to 
return to the Mayo Clinic Library as Librarian. 


Shortly after entering the Army as a First Lieutenant in June, 
1942, he was charged with organizing an inland branch of the Army 
Medical Library intended to protect the most valuable books from 
possible bombings and at the same time to serve as a bindery for the 
restoration of many valuable items from the collection. Under his 
supervision, the Army Medical Library Cleveland Branch was or- 
ganized and became one of the most complete and largest book re- 
pair studios to be found in the country. The Cleveland Branch, 
known as the History of Medicine Division, has cared for more than 
100,000 items and now has a formidable binding program which has 
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made possible the restoration of some 50,000 volumes of early 
medical literature and irreplaceable documents. 

Dr. Max H. Fisch, formerly Curator of the rare book collec- 
tion, has been appointed Chief of the History of Medicine Division. 


UNION LIST OF SERIALS SUPPLEMENT 


A supplement to the Union List of Serials which shows the 
changes in the serial files of American libraries which have occurred 
since the publication of the main volume in 1943, has just been 
issued under the auspices of a special committee of the American 
Library Association. In the preparation of this work, the serial 
holdings of over 600 libraries in the United States and Canada were 
checked. The committee is headed by The Librarian, Mr. Wyllis E. 
Wright. 


HONORARY CONSULTANTS TO THE ARMY MEDICAL 
LIBRARY 


Major General George F. Lull of Scranton, Pa., retired after 
thirty-three years service in the Regular Army, has taken up his new 
duties as Assistant Secretary and General Manager of the American 
Medical Association. As chief of personnel for the Army Medical 
Corps from 1940 to 1943, when he became Deputy Surgeon General, 
he was in charge of recruiting civilian physicians as reserve officers. 

Brigadier General James Stevens Simmons, USA, Chief, Pre- 
ventive Medical Service, Office of The Surgeon General, has been 
appointed Dean of the Harvard University School of Public Health. 


In a reorganization intended to make this one of the outstand- 
ing research and teaching institutions in the world, the School of 
Public Health will have equal status in the University with the 
Harvard Medical School and other professional divisions. 


The Legion of Merit Award has been presented by Major Gen- 
eral Norman T. Kirk, The Surgeon General of the Army, to Colonel 
James E. Ash. As Director of the Army Institute of Pathology, the 
citation stated, Colonel Ash “organized the most extensive tissue 
pathology service ever known to the world. The photographic and 
art service of the Museum was developed, which amassed a wealth of 
visual material . . . over 40,000 black and white photoprints, over 
4,000 kodachromes, and over 50,000 feet of colored movies.” 


The Library regrets to learn of the recent death of Dr. Newton 
Evans, prominent pathologist of South Pasadena, California. A 
member of the Association of Honorary Consultants, Dr. Evans 
was Dean of the College of Medical Evangelists, Los Angeles, and a 
Lt. Colonel, MRC, USA. 
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A project on which he was working, a collection of the classical 
papers relative to our knowledge of coronary occlusion, is being car- 
ried on by his son, Dr. William D. Evans of San Marino, California, 

Lt. Colonel Margaret D. Craighill of Philadelphia has been ap- 
pointed consultant for the medical care of women veterans. For- 
merly Dean of Women’s Medical College of Pennsylvania, she was 
commissioned a Major in the Army Medical Corps in May, 1943. 
She practiced medicine in Greenwich, Conn. 


PAINTINGS OF MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 


This Library has been named as the depository for paintings of 
Medical Department officers. As Army installations and hospitals 
are being closed throughout the country, paintings of Commanding 
Officers are being forwarded to the Library. To date, portraits have 
been received from a number of General Hospitals. It is contem- 
plated that these portraits will be hung in the new Library building. 


FROM TOKYO 


Captain Charles D. Armstrong, Librarian, Medical Library, 
27th General Hospital, writes, ““We cannot express the usefulness of 
the Army Medical Library and its far-reaching distribution program 
to the General Hospital overseas. Tokyo is a shambles from which 
almost every vestige of medical reference material has been re- 
moved either by fire or its own caretakers. There is almost no way 
to even know what is appearing in the literature other than to use 
the Current List of Medical Literature. It is earnestly desired that 
this service be continued.” Microfilm copies of current medical 
literature are being provided. 


A PLOT FOR “THE LOST WEEKEND” (circa 1870) 


Excerpt from a pamphlet in the Library’s collection. 


DEAD RIVER GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY. 


Broad Gauge Air Line. 
Quickest Time! Shortest Route! 


Rum Policy, President. S.U.R.E. Death, Superintendent. 
Accommodation Train will be dispatched every morning. 


LIGHTNING EXPRESS 
Will Leave 
Sobriety, 
Rumsellerville, 
Sippington, 
Tippleton, 
Topersville, 
Loafersburg, 
Rowdyville, 
Quarrelville, 
Liarsville, 
Fightington, 


00 Cursington, 7 33 Snakesburg, 

15 Guzzler’s Junct’n, 7 35 Screech Owl Forest, 

25 Drunkard’s Curve, 8 00 Hobgoblin Woods, 

00 Rioter’s Hollow Rattlesnake Ledge, 

13 Arson Crossing, Dark Tunnel, 

30 Kill-conscience Cut, Poison Switch, 

45 Pauper Desert, Maniac Marsh, 

00 Delirium Falls Suicide Cave, 

10 Demonland, Hangman’s Hollow, 

15 Hornetsnest Thicket, DEAD RIVER, or 
PERDITION. 

THE RATES OF FARE are higher by this than any other route, but the speed with which the 

journey is accomplished more than compensates for the difference in fare. 
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